
–�–

The Episcopal Church of Bethesda-by-the-Sea
Palm Beach, Florida

Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost • Proper 17
August 29, 2010

Child care is available for infants and young children in our nursery.  
Headsets to enhance hearing of the service are available at the sound booth.

The service begins on page 323.

Collect of the Day
Lord of all power and might, who art the author and giver of all good things: Graft in our hearts 
the love of thy Name, increase in us true religion, nourish us with all goodness, and bring forth 
in us the fruit of good works; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Lesson		  Jeremiah 2:4-13		 leaflet page 3
Psalm 81:1, 10-16  	 (in unison)		  leaflet page 3 
Gospel		  Luke 14:1, 7-14		 leaflet page 4
Homily		  What Do You Give the God Who Has Everything?

The Rev. Dr. Perry T. Fuller, Interim Rector
Nicene Creed				   page 327
Eucharistic Prayer II		  page 340
Postcommunion Prayer		  page 339
The Prayer for the Rector Search		 leaflet page 6
Blessing and Dismissal

Holy Eucharist:  Rite I at 8:00 a.m.

Coffee in the Parish Hall following both services.



–�–

Prelude		

The Word of God
Hymn 665		  All My Hope On God Is Founded 	 Michael
The service continues on page 355.

*Gloria		  Hymnal S–280		  Robert Powell

Holy Eucharist:  Rite II at 10:00 a.m.

Child care for children up to three years old is available in our nursery.  
Headsets to enhance hearing of the service are available at the sound booth.
Page numbers refer to The Book of Common Prayer (red).
Hymn numbers refer to The Hymnal 1982 (blue).
Please turn off your cell phone and electronic devices.
A large-print version of this leaflet is available from our ushers.

*  Latecomers may be seated at this time.

•
•
•
•
•
•
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Collect of the Day			 
Lord of all power and might, the author and giver of all good things: Graft in our hearts the 
love of your Name; increase in us true religion; nourish us with all goodness; and bring forth 
in us the fruit of good works; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God for ever and ever. Amen.

The congregation is seated.
Lesson		  Jeremiah 2:4-13	

Hear the word of the LORD, O house of Jacob, and all the families of the house of Israel. Thus says the 
LORD: What wrong did your ancestors find in me that they went far from me, and went after worthless 
things, and became worthless themselves? They did not say, “Where is the LORD who brought us up 
from the land of Egypt, who led us in the wilderness, in a land of deserts and pits, in a land of drought 
and deep darkness, in a land that no one passes through, where no one lives?” I brought you into a 
plentiful land to eat its fruits and its good things. But when you entered you defiled my land, and made 
my heritage an abomination. The priests did not say, “Where is the LORD?” Those who handle the 
law did not know me; the rulers transgressed against me; the prophets prophesied by Baal, and went 
after things that do not profit. Therefore once more I accuse you, says the LORD, and I accuse your 
children’s children. Cross to the coasts of Cyprus and look, send to Kedar and examine with care; see 
if there has ever been such a thing. Has a nation changed its gods, even though they are no gods? But 
my people have changed their glory for something that does not profit. Be appalled, O heavens, at this, 
be shocked, be utterly desolate, says the LORD, for my people have committed two evils: they have 
forsaken me, the fountain of living water, and dug out cisterns for themselves, cracked cisterns that can 
hold no water. 

Reader   The Word of the Lord.               People   Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 81:1, 10-16	 (said antiphonally)	
1 	 Sing with joy to God our strength * and raise a 

loud shout to the God of Jacob. 
10	 I am the LORD your God, who brought you 

out of the land of Egypt and said, * “Open your 
mouth wide, and I will fill it.” 

11	 And yet my people did not hear my voice, * and 
Israel would not obey me. 

12	 So I gave them over to the stubbornness of their 
hearts, * to follow their own devices. 

13	 Oh, that my people would listen to me! * that 
Israel would walk in my ways! 

14	 I should soon subdue their enemies * and turn 
my hand against their foes. 

15	 Those who hate the LORD would cringe before 
him, * and their punishment would last for ever. 

16	 But Israel would I feed with the finest wheat * 
and satisfy him with honey from the rock. 
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Epistle		  Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16
Let mutual love continue. Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by doing that some 
have entertained angels without knowing it. Remember those who are in prison, as though you were 
in prison with them; those who are being tortured, as though you yourselves were being tortured. 
Let marriage be held in honor by all, and let the marriage bed be kept undefiled; for God will judge 
fornicators and adulterers. Keep your lives free from the love of money, and be content with what 
you have; for he has said, “I will never leave you or forsake you.” So we can say with confidence, “The 
Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid. What can anyone do to me?” Remember your leaders, those 
who spoke the word of God to you; consider the outcome of their way of life, and imitate their faith. 
Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. Through him, then, let us continually offer a 
sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that confess his name. Do not neglect to do good and 
to share what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God.

Reader   The Word of the Lord.               People   Thanks be to God.

The Gospel Procession
The congregation stands.
*Hymn 279 	 	 For Thy Dear Saints, O Lord 	 St. George
Gospel			   Luke 14:1, 7-14		
	 Before the Gospel
	 Deacon		  The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ 
					     according to Luke.
	 People			   Glory to you, Lord Christ.

On one occasion when Jesus was going to the house of a leader of the Pharisees to eat a meal on the 
sabbath, they were watching him closely. When he noticed how the guests chose the places of honor, 
he told them a parable. “When you are invited by someone to a wedding banquet, do not sit down 
at the place of honor, in case someone more distinguished than you has been invited by your host; 
and the host who invited both of you may come and say to you, `Give this person your place,’ and 
then in disgrace you would start to take the lowest place. But when you are invited, go and sit down 
at the lowest place, so that when your host comes, he may say to you, `Friend, move up higher’; then 
you will be honored in the presence of all who sit at the table with you. For all who exalt themselves 
will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.” He said also to the one who had 
invited him, “When you give a luncheon or a dinner, do not invite your friends or your brothers or 
your relatives or rich neighbors, in case they may invite you in return, and you would be repaid. But 
when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind. And you will be blessed, 
because they cannot repay you, for you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.”

	 After the Gospel
	 Deacon		  The Gospel of the Lord.
	 People			   Praise to you, Lord Christ.
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Sermon	 	 What Do You Give the God Who Has Everything?
The Rev. Dr. Perry T. Fuller, Interim Rector

Nicene Creed				   page 358
Prayers of the People:  Form III		  page 387
Confession and Absolution		  page 360
The Peace
Greeting and Announcements

The Holy Communion
Offertory Procession

Members of the congregation will present 
the offerings and oblations of our life and labor to the Lord.

Offertory Anthem
	

Presentation and Doxology		  Old Hundredth

The Great Thanksgiving, Eucharistic Prayer D	 page 372
Sanctus and Benedictus	 Hymnal S–129	 Robert Powell
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The Lord’s Prayer			   page 364
Fraction Anthem:  Christ Our Passover                Hymnal S–155	 Gerald Near

Communion
All baptized persons are invited to receive Holy Communion. 

Postcommunion Prayer		   page 366
The Prayer for the Rector Search

Almighty God, giver of every good gift, be present with us as we search for our next rector. Help us 
and the candidates to discern the future you desire for us. May your grace and guidance bring us 
to the one who will hear your call to lead, inspire, and care for your people of Bethesda-by-the-Sea.    
We ask for your love to lead us, your counsel to guide us, and your presence to cheer us; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Blessing
Hymn 477		  All Praise to Thee	 Engelberg
The Dismissal
Postlude		

† † †
The Altar greenery is given to the glory of God and in loving memory of

Mary E. Sundstrom Carlson
Pastor Munoz

Betty Payne
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Prayers for healing and wholeness have been asked for . . . Alan, Ann, Arthur, Barbara, Bert, 
Beth, Betsy, Bill, Bob, Brad, Carla, Carol, Caroline, Catherine, Chris, Chrissy, Corie, Courtney, 
Curtis, Damian, Dan, Daphne, Deena, Don, Dorothy, Douglas, Ed, Edward, Els, Emily, Eric, Erica, 
Ermias, George, Gloria, Grace, Hadley, Harlan, Harriet, Harry, Henrietta, Henry, Hetzel, Howard, 
Jalalo, Janet, Jaraslava, Jim, Joan, John, Jorge, Joyce, Judy, Kandace, Loraine, Louis, Louise, Lucille, 
Lynn, Marcella, Marco, Mary, Matthew, Mike, Nancy, Patty, Peter, Randy, Rik, Robert, Samuel, 
Sherry, Skip, Steve, Suzanne, Sylvia, Tad, Thomas, Tom, Tommy, and Trish.

The Weekly Cycle of Prayer
In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer we pray for Iglesia Anglicana del Cono Sur de America.
We pray for our companion Dioceses of the Dominican Republic and Antananarivo (Madagascar).
In our companion Dioceses of the Bahamas we pray for the Church of the Ascension, Lucaya.
In our own Diocese we pray for the Church of the Ascension, Miami; the Clergy, Lay Compensation, and 
Insurance Committee; and the Episcopal Church Women.

Have you thought about helping in our Christian Education program? This is the time 
of the year that we prepare for the upcoming season in our Children’s and Youth Ministry at 
Bethesda. Additional leaders for the following areas are needed: Pre-K/Kindergarten, Rite 13 
(6-8th grade) and Youth leaders (Middle and Sr. High School.) Please pray about serving in one 
of these ministries. Contact Lynn Rundberg, lynrundberg@bbts.org or Beth Cole, cole1193@
hotmail.com, Chairperson of the Church School Team, for more information.

Mark your Calendars!
September 11: “Let’s Go!” Christian Education Workshop, 9:00 a.m. to noon, in the Parish 
Hall.  If you are interested in serving in this ministry and for further information, contact Lynn 
Rundberg, lynrundberg@bbts.org. Please note the date change.
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Today
Summer Choir continues through next Sunday, September 5. If you have a pleasant voice and some 
music-reading ability, you’re welcome to join us in the Choir Room on Sunday mornings promptly 
at 9:00 a.m. as we prepare music for the 10 o’clock service. This is not an every-week commitment—
simply join us whenever you can.

Bethesda Name Tags – Over 200 members are now wearing permanent name tags to enable us 
to all really get to know one another. We want to encourage every member to be a part of this great 
Bethesda ministry of hospitality. You may order your name tag before or after the 8 a.m. and 10 a.m. 
services in the Narthex, or by calling Debra Archer at 627-2771.

Upcoming Events
† Please check the calendar for ongoing classes and activities. †

Bethesda Youth Choir – Does your child have a love for singing? Would you like something enriching 
for your child outside of the school day? The Bethesda Youth Choir is looking for singers ages 8 through 18 
to provide musical leadership at the 9:00 a.m. services. Our first rehearsal is Wednesday, September 1, at 
4:30 p.m. in the choir room. Please contact Jessica Reed at 561-655-4555, ext. 50, or via email at reedje@
palmbeach.k12.fl.us for more details. 

The MOB (Men of Bethesda) – Because of Labor Day, the MOB will meet Monday, September 
13, at 7:30 a.m. in the Parish Hall.
Caesar Salad Sampling, Tuesday, September 14, at 11:30 a.m., Parish Hall. Chef James 
Richard Hayek will demonstrate several caesar salads followed by a luncheon. Tickets are $20 and will 
be available in the Guild Room at the coffee hour or by calling Regine at 655-4554. All are welcome!

 Serving Through Bethesda
Volunteers needed to assist with counting the offertory on Monday mornings. Scheduling is 
coordinated with volunteers availability and commitment is typically 1 - 2 times monthly for 2 hours 
(off season) and 2 – 3 hours (in season). Counting begins at 9:00 a.m. For further details, you may 
reach Karen Hilo through the church office or by e-mail at hilo@bbts.org.
Faith in Action Summer Food Drive – Together We Can Feed Our People! We are collecting 
nonperishable food items for Episcopal Charities for distribution to Episcopal food pantries and soup 
kitchens throughout our Dioceses. Together we can feed God’s people in need. Please bring your 
donations to the Narthex. Thank you.
Bethesda Bookshop is open Sundays, 9:30 to 10:00 a.m. and after the 10:00 a.m. service until 
noon. Volunteers are needed on Sundays throughout the summer. Please call Marjorie Holyoak at 776-
9119 or Dianne LaRoe at 776-2876 to volunteer.
The Church Mouse resale store is closed for the summer, but we are open Monday–Friday from 
10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. for donations only at the South entrance. For more information, please visit us 
online at http://bbts.org/churchmouse.shtml or call Coy Reistra or Sherief Boland at 659–2154.
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Bethesda Calendar
Sunday, August 29
Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost • Proper 17
		 8:00 a.m.	 Holy Eucharist
		 9:00 a.m.	 Summer Choir
		10:00 a.m.	 Holy Eucharist

Monday, August 30
Leaflet Deadline by noon
		 7:30 a.m.	 Men’s Cursillo Group, ECW Room
		11:00 a.m.	  Intercessory Prayer, Library

Tuesday, August 31
		 7:15 a.m.	 Bible Study
		 8:00 a.m.	 Holy Eucharist
		 8:30 a.m.	 Breakfast, Guild Room
		 7:30 p.m.	 Beginners’ Al–Anon,
			  Guild Room
		 8:30 p.m.	 Al–Anon, Guild Room
		 8:30 p.m.	 AA, Parish Hall

Wednesday, September 1
		12:05 p.m.	 Holy Eucharist & Healing
		1 :30 p.m.	 St. George’s Center Cooking, Kitchen
		 4:30 p.m. 	 Youth Choir	
		 5:30 p.m.	 Women’s AA Group, Guild Room
		 7:30 p.m.	 Beginners’ AA, Guild Room

Thursday, September 2
		11:15 a.m.	 Noreen McKeen
		 7:30 p.m.	 Bethesda choir
		 8:30 p.m.	 AA Group, Guild Room

	Friday, September 3
		 8:30 a.m.	 St. George Center Sandwich, Kitchen	
		 9:00 a.m.	 Altar Guild Housekeeping
		11:00 a.m.	 Spiritual Growth Group, Library

Sunday, September 5
Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost • Proper 18
		 8:00 a.m.	 Holy Eucharist
		 9:00 a.m.	 Summer Choir
		10:00 a.m.	 Holy Eucharist
		

Fall Worship Schedule
Resumes Sunday, September 12

	 8:00 a.m.	 Holy Eucharist and Homily

	 9:00 a.m.	 Holy Eucharist and Sermon
	  	 3rd Sunday with Laying-on-of-Hands

	11 :00 a.m.	 Holy Eucharist and Sermon
	  	 1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays
		  3rd Sunday with Laying-on-of-Hands

	11 :00 a.m.	 Morning Prayer, Sermon and
		  Holy Eucharist 
		  2nd & 4th Sundays	

	 12:15 p.m.	�� The Church Lecture Tour 
		�  2nd & 4th Sundays and available for groups outside the church 

year round. Please call the church for more information.
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BETHESDA-BY-THE-SEA SURVEY RESULTS
General Overview

There were 471 parishioners who took the survey. Below is an overview of the results. The statistics presented 
are not necessarily reflective of the entire parish community, only of those who completed the survey. The 
Rector Search Committee greatly appreciates the time and effort of those who participated. Thank you all.

Who are we?
61% female
47% age 66 or over; 27% age 56-65; 20% age 36-55
58% married
96% white
19% have incomes less than $50,000; 59% have incomes over $100,000
49% are employed; 38% are retired 
79% are college graduates with 42% holding post-graduate degree
82% are full-time residents
15% have children under age 18 living at home
43% live less than 10 minutes away; 33% drive 20 minutes or more to attend
49% attend services once a week or more; 10% attend only occasionally, on holidays, or not at all
Service attendance: 12% 8:00 a.m.; 35% 9:00 a.m.; 44% 11:00 a.m.
99.6% are baptized; 91% are confirmed or received
63% have been attending more than 10 years; 21% have been attending 5 years or less
77% make an annual pledge
43% participate in the worship service ministries (altar guild, usher, greeter, reader, choir, Eucharistic               
         minister, acolyte, etc.)
32% do not volunteer in any ministries

How do we view Bethesda?
89% are content with Bethesda’s opportunities for enriching spiritual life
71% find that Bethesda offers sufficient pastoral counseling; 20% had no opinion
81% find Bethesda warm and welcoming
72% believe Bethesda encourages newcomers to participate
80% believe Bethesda lets parishioners know about volunteer opportunities
99% highly value our church building and surrounding grounds

Church School: 
46% of the total had no opinion
Of those with children living at home, 64% believe the program should change to encourage more 
participation

Youth Program: 
49% of the total had no opinion 
Of those with children living at home, 63% believe the program should change to encourage more participation
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Adult Education Classes:
27% believe the amount offered should remain the same
27% believe a greater variety of types of classes should be offered
31% had no opinion

Content of Adult Education: 
37% believe it should offer a combination of biblical and contemporary topics
22% believe the content should remain the same
27% had no opinion on the content

Worship Services:
46% would like the worship services to remain the same
57% would like the music during worship to remain the same

Quantity of Fellowship Events:
43% would like the fellowship opportunities to remain the same
38% would like the fellowship opportunities to increase in number
19% had no opinion; 0% want the opportunities to decrease

Types of Fellowship Activities:
61% like events with guest speakers
35% like picnics after services
34% like evening receptions
29% like dinners
28% like prayer groups
26% like lunches

Outreach:
53% believe our level of outreach should remain the same
80% believe providing hands-on aid to those in need in PB County is important
22% believe providing hands-on aid to those in need outside of PB County is important
62% believe giving financial grants to charities in PB County is important
17% believe giving financial grants to charities outside of PB County is important
71% believe it is at least somewhat important for BBTS parishioners to share their faith with others    
         outside of Bethesda
95% believe it is at least somewhat important for the local community to be aware of BBTS and
          its ministries
89% believe it is at least somewhat important for BBTS to cooperate with other religious organizations
          in meeting community needs
77% believe BBTS cooperates with other religious organizations in meeting community needs
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Finances and Stewardship:
33% want BBTS to emphasize financial needs once a year
48% want BBTS to emphasize financial needs year-round
29% want BBTS to rely on lay leaders to actively request funds
98% believe that having a balanced budget is important 
69% indicate that BBTS is a top priority in their financial giving

Programs of the Least Importance to Parishioners:
1.	 professionally designed altar flowers (358 responses)
2.	 hands-on outreach outside of the local community (278 responses)
3.	 musical concerts (211 responses)
4.	 paid choir (187 responses)
5.	 bookshop (174 responses)

What do we hope for in a new rector?
61% indicated it does not matter if our rector is male or female
58% indicated it does not matter if our rector is married
79% indicated it does not matter if our rector has minor children
51% would be comfortable with a rector of any ethnic background 

Theology:
89% do not want the rector to interpret the Bible literally and absolutely word for word true
34% would like the rector to have a traditional theological viewpoint
39% would like the rector to have a moderate theological viewpoint
23% would like the rector to have a progressive theological viewpoint

Liturgy:
48% would like the rector to keep the liturgical style the same as it is currently
33% would like the rector to perform the liturgy with moderate ritual

Preaching Style Desired:
1.	 inspirational (223 responses)
2.	 thoughtful about contemporary issues (184 responses)
3.	 variety of most of the styles mentioned (164 responses)

Speaking Style When Preaching:
32% prefer conversationally
54% prefer a blend of styles

Experience:
73% believe it is important or very important that the rector has a history of growing a parish
90% believe it is important that the rector is fiscally knowledgeable
67% prefer the rector to have previous experience as a rector
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Leadership Style:
84% prefer a rector who exhibits strong leadership but is flexible and considers the opinions of staff and
          lay leaders prior to making major decisions
50% prefer a rector who encourages staff and lay leaders to take initiative in developing programs
          and practices
83% prefer a rector who uses a blend of new and currently used ideas and methods
95% prefer a rector who deals constructively and responsibly with critical comments as they are received
96% prefer a rector who works equally well with groups and individuals

Desired Traits (in order of importance):
1.	 strong personal faith
2.	 approachable and sincere
3.	 good preacher
4.	 communicates well
5.	 sense of humor
6.	 strong leadership skills

Most Important Tasks of the Clergy for BBTS’s Future:
1.	 preaching (227 responses)
2.	 church growth/development (195 responses)
3.	 financial stewardship (194 responses)
4.	 spiritual guidance (191 responses)
5.	 administration (165 responses)
6.	 liturgy/worship (142 responses)

* Complete survey results are available in the church office.
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The mission of The Episcopal Church of Bethesda-by-the-Sea 
is to grow spiritually in Christ through worship, stewardship, 

study, service, and fellowship.

Wardens and Vestry
Mark H. LaRoe, Senior Warden *

David K. Semadeni, Junior Warden *

Emalyn H. Webber, Clerk *
Peter S. Broberg, Chancellor **
Zachary K. Shipley, Treasurer *

Janice D. Berryman
James B. Bertles *

Barry G. Hoyt
Scott A. Johnson

Judith Kerry
Susan G. Keenan
John M. Kindred

Pamela Long
Matthew B. Lorentzen
Josephyne McC. Payne

Mary Jane Range
Richard J. Wandoff
Laura M. Warner

Gloria Zimmerman

* Member of the Executive Committee
** Only Member of the Executive Committee

James B. Bertles 
Helene A. Lorentzen

Becky C. Myers, Chairman
Vincent T. Ruisi

Peter S. Broberg
Donald P. McKenna

Catherine W. Pateman
Laura M. Warner

Deborah E. Hale
Richard R. Miessau II
Constance N. Purcell

Frank W. Young

Rector Search Committee
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Serving Today
Acolytes	1 0 a.m.	 Vince Ruisi, Crucifer	 Ann Drake 
		  Susan Stanton	 Paul Muller
Altar Guild	 8 a.m.	 Sherrill Whetsell 
	1 0 a.m.	 Lisa Bertles	 Zoe Stout
Eucharistic Ministers	 8 a.m.	 John Archer 
	1 0 a.m.	 Jane Carlough-Meline	 Marjorie Holyoak 
		  Susan Keenan, Vestry
Lay Readers	 8 a.m.	 Maria Bacinich 
	1 0 a.m.	 Shawn McAlister	 Gloria Zimmerman
Greeters	1 0 a.m.	 Nita Bowen	 Ed Bowen
Ushers	 8 a.m.	 Nathan Patch	 Taylor Baldwin	  
	1 0 a.m.	 Bernard Baker, Head Usher	 William Williams 
		  Beth Cole	 Jason Regalbuto
This Week’s Lay 
Eucharistic Visitors		  Cindy Fellabom	 Michael Smyser IV	
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The Episcopal Church of Bethesda-by-the-Sea
South County Road and Barton Avenue, Palm Beach, Florida 33480

Telephone: 561–655–4554   Fax: 561–832–0140   Web site: www.bbts.org

	 Karen F. Hilo 		  The Rev. Lynne E. Jones
	 Associate for Finance & Administration 		  Associate to the Rector
		  Harold E. Pysher
		  Associate for Music & Liturgy
	 The Rev. Dr. Timothy B. Cogan 		  The Rev. Robert Pollard III
	 Assisting Priest (Nov–May) 		  Assisting Priest (Nov–May)
	 The Rev. Cecily J. Titcomb 		  The Rev. Clayton B. Waddell
	 Deacon for Mission & Ministry 		  Deacon for Port Ministry
		  Jessica A. Reed
		  Youth Choir Director

The Rev. Dr. Perry T. Fuller, Interim Rector


